Transcript of an Interview with Philip Jones: owner of PJ’s Gents Hairdressing, Great Yarmouth

My name is Phillip William Jones, and I own PJ’s Gents Hairdressing. I have worked in this location for 27 years, but I have worked on the road for 47 years. I worked with my old boss Brian until he retired, and then I moved here and opened a hairdressers on my own. Born in Yarmouth and stayed in Yarmouth. I left the Hospital School on the Marketplace, and then my dad told me to be a barber, and here we are today! I thoroughly enjoy every day of my life.

A typical day for me involves cutting hair, naturally. My job is an amazing job – I have fun talking to people, joking with them, and you get paid for it. It’s a dying male trade, unfortunately.

Hairdressing hasn’t changed much in regards to the way I do it – the volume of people I see have. Women are taking over the trade – colouring has become more important. Men’s preparations are moving fast in the marketplace now; I feel this type of trade will almost end with my generation.

I enjoy meeting various people in my job – I can meet a surgeon one minute, a dustman the next. Over the years, I get to know my clients very well. With one family, I am cutting hair for the forth generation, nearly fifth generation sometimes. Not many negative aspects, other than standing on your feet all day!

I don’t want to retire; I plan to keep working for as long as I physically can, I enjoy meeting new people.
